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To — ——

H author of my being !~—far more dear
To me than light, than nourifhment, or reft,
Hygieia’s bleflings, Rapture’s burning tear,
Or the life bloed that mantles in my breaft!

If in my heart the love of Virtue glows,
*T'was planted there by an unerring rule;
From thy example the pure flame arofe,
Thy life, my precept—~—thy good works, my fchool.

Could my weak pow’rs thy num’rous virtues trace,
By filial love each fear thould be reprefs’d ;
The blufh of Incapacity I’d chace,

And ftand, recorder of thy worth, confefs’d :

But fince my niggard ftars that gift refufe,

Concealment is the only boon I claim ;
Obfcure be ftill the unfuccefsful Mufe,

Who cannot raife, but would not fink, your fame.

Oh'’
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Oh! of my life at once the fource and joy F
If e’er thy eyes thefe feeble lines f; urvey,

Let not their folly their intent deftroy;
Accept the tribute—but forget the lay,.
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TO T=ARE

A UTHORS

MONTHLY and CRITICAL
REVIEWS.

GENTLEMEN,

HE liberty which I take in
addrefling to You the trifling
produ&ion of a few idle hours, will,
doubtlefs, move your wonder, and,
probably, your contempt. 1 will not,
however, with the futility of apologies,
intrude upon your time, but briefly
acknowledge the motives of my teme-
Vor. I a rity ¢
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rity : left, by a premature exercife of
that patience which I hope will be-
friend me, I fhould leffen its benevo-

lence, and be mylelf acceffary to my
own ccndemnation.

VWithout name, without recommen-
dation, and unknown alike to fuccefs
and difgrace, to whom can1 {o properly
apply for patronage, as to thofe who
publicly profefs them{elves Infpectors of
all literary performances?

The extenfive plan of your critical
obfervations,—wiich, not confined to
works of utility or ingenuity, is equally
open to thofe of frivolous amufement,—~—
and yet worfe than frivolous dullnefs,—
encourages me to feek for your protec-
tion, fince,~perhaps for my fins !—it
entitles me to your annotations. To
refent, therefore, this offering, how-
ever infignificant, would ill become the
univerfality of your undertaking, though
not to defpile it may, alas! be out of
your power. . -

The language of adulation, and the
incenfe of flattery, though the natural
inheritance, and conftant refource, from

time
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time immemorial, of the Dedicator, to
me offer nothing but the wiftful regret
that I dare not 1nvoke their aid. Sinif-
ter views would be imputed to all I
could {ay; fince, thus fituated, to ex-
tol your'judgment, would feem the ef-
fe& of art, and to celebrate your im-
partiality, be attributed to fufpellting
1{.

As Magifirates of the prefs, and Cen-
fors for the Public,—to which you are
bound by the facred ties of integrity to
exert the moft {pirited impartiality, and
to which your fuffrages thould carry the
marks of pure, dauntlefs, irrefragable
truth—to appeal for your MERCY,
were to f{olicit your difhonour ; and
therefore,—though ’tis fweeter than
frankincen{c, = more grateful to the
fenfes than all the odorous perfumes of
Arabia,—and though

[t droppeth like the gentle rain from keaven
Upcen the place bencath, mmeemee

I court it not! to your juftice alune !
am entitled, and by that I mult abide.
Your engagements are not to the fup-

a2 plicating
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plicating author, but to the candid
public, which will not fail to crave

The penalty and forfeit of your bond.

No hackneyed writer, inured to
abufe, and callous to criticifin, here
braves your {everity ;=neither does a
half-ftarv’d garretteer,

Oblig’d by hunger,—and requeft of friends,~=

implore your lenity : your examination
will be alike unbiafled by partiality and
prejudice :—no refraltory murmuring
will follow your cenfure, no private
intereft be gratified by your praife.

Let not the anxious folicitude with
which I recommend mylelf to your no-
tice, expofe me to your derifion. Re-

ember, Gentlemen, you were all
young writers once, and the moft ex-
perienced veteran of your corps, may,
by recollecting his firft publication, re-
novate his firft terrors, and learn to al-
low for mine. For, though Courage is
one of the nobleft virtues- of this nether
{phere, and, though {carcely more re-

guifite in the field of battle, to guard
6 the
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the fichting hero from difgrace, than
11} thc private Commerce of the world,
to ward off that iittiene!s of {foul which
lcads, by ﬁﬁps 1mpewcp*1ble, to all the
bafe train of the inferior })di}'lUDS, and
by which the too timid mind 1s be-
trayed into fervility derogatory to the
3} f"ww of iaman nature j=—VCE 1S it a
virtue of nonece ﬁty in a fituation fuch
as mune; a fituation which remeves,
even from cowardiceiticif, the fling of
1gD0min: *---w-forfm'ely that Courage may
cafily be difpenfed with, whica woul 14
rather raife difguit than adiniration
Indeed, it 1s thP peculiar privilege of
an author, to rob terror of contempt,
and puhhunmﬂty cf reproach.

Here [:t ine rof ¢ —and fhatch mylelf;
while yet I am able, from the faicina-
tion of Ecorism,—a moenfter who has
more votaries than ever did homage to
the moft popular deity of antiquity ;
and whofe rngular quality is, that while
he excites a blind and iwo}untaw ado-
ration 1n almoit cvery 1ndmcua‘ 13
influence 1s univer ,-...Hy Cllfd“OWE*_, his
power univerfally contemned, and his

3 2 worfhip,
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worfhip, even by his followers, never
mentioned but with abhorrence.

In addrefiing you jointly, I mean but
to mark the generous fentiments by
which liberal criticifm, to the utter
annthilation of envy, jealoufy, and all
{elfith views, eught to be diftinguifhed.

I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,

Y our moit obedient

humble {ervant,

A X EEE

PRE-
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] N the republic of letters, there is no member

of fuch inferior vank, or who is [o much dif-
dained by bis brethren of the quill, as the bumble
Novelift : nor is bis fate lefs bard in the world
at large, fince, amnong the whole clafs of writers,
perbaps not one can be named of which the
votaries are more numerous but lefs refpefi-
able.

Yet, while in the annals of thofe few of our
predeceffors, to whom this [pecies of writing is
indebted for being [aved from contempt, and ref-
cucd from depravity, we can trace fuch names as
Rouffean, Fobnfon, * Marivaux, Fielding, Ri-

* However fuperior the capacities in which thefe
sreat writers deferve to be confidered, they muft par-
don me that, for the dignity of my fubject, I here
rank the authors of Raflelas and Eloife as Novelits,

chardfon,
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chare {fwz, and Sicllet, no man weed vayh of
Jiarting ficin 1be fd:}k poft, thouglh gy, nev,
e sy mcy fizh at fndiag theinfelves di-
ﬁi:;'t“J

be fclowing lettears are pre; cited to the
I'ﬁ;""" —?‘-ﬁ: m ;‘i"q f‘fi ovel f’cf&, sovel req-
aci's .{.f[ Z" (0 ;t/J"'_' D G U Vfﬁgf.’:]{?f il K
fare of timidiiy and coufdcice, refulting fiom
the pr‘f” i j uailon 6f the eaitor 5 who, thorgh

7

frenpling for o tuccefs firein a Corijcionfues
0'” *’1-.#.; IIH_“, -lfl::’c:.:f;ﬁ..’ ')Lz f.--w‘.j- f.‘fﬂf b‘p I Iy
7 ~ )
colved di they dllrrace, ...,._..Hff: bappily wrepped
z::pf o naitle of i peiety able obiiurity.

To araw cheradlers fiein natire, fw‘?fgrb 164

ﬁ-ﬁ'_*g Ij‘ (?}':u' 47 ”“(";% f]? FrGe A0S Gfu.?f 1165,
is 1w attesipied plan of the follczoing letters,
f oz ths :szm;zc 4 young ﬁnzrie eLiicatn i

the inoft jedm.,d retiremeilty makes, at the age
of feveuicen, ber firgi JE appearaice ipon ti2e gicat
and bu frage of lifes with a virtuess uff;;i,
o cultivated wnds oy ianaing, aki 6 foeling heart,
ber igniaice of the forﬁm, ard nexperience ii
152 EIGHINNS ) 0] “the world, cccafion all the [ittle
frridents wobich the fo voluincs vecord, and which
{GF,JZ th2 naiural P 057 ¢200 Gf f;'?t? Zi{ff? Gfﬂf
JOHIT Wi of c';:ﬁzw birth, but confpicrous

beanty, for ihe jufi fix sioitths after ber kun-
trance 1100 the world.

Perksps weie it poffible to effelt the total
extirpation ¢f nevels, our yeuug ladies in gene-
,i?r‘}
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rol, and boarding-[chool damfels in particular,
smight profit from their amnibilation: but fince
the diftemper they bave [pread feems incurable,
fince their contagion bids defiance to the medicine
of advice or reprebenfion, and fince they are
found to baffle all the mental art of phyfic, [ave
what is prefcvived by the flow regiimen of Time,
and bitter diet of Experience, furely all attempts
10 contribute to the number of thofe which inay
be read, if not with advantage, at leaft without
1jury, ought vather to be cnconraged thay con-
lemned.

Let me, therefore, prepare for difappointment
thofe who, 1n the perufal of thefe fheets, enter-
tain the gentle expeltation of being tranfported
t0the fantaftic regionsof Romance, where Fiflion
i coloured by all the gay tints of luxurious Ima-
gination, where Reafon is an ontcaft, and where
the fublimity of the Marvellous, refeds all aid
from fober Probability. The beroine of thefe

wemoirs, young, artlefs, and tmexperienced, is

No faultlefs Monfter, that the world ne’er faw,

but the offspring of Nature, and of Nature in
ver fimpleft attire.

In all the Aris, the value of copies can only
be proportioned to the [rarcenes of citvinals :
among fcuiptors and painters, o pize Ratie, or a
beaniiful pifture, of fome great wmcfler, may de-
Jervedly employ the imitctive talents of yeurmger
aud iziforior artifls, that their appropriaiion o

Gil’



X1V PREVFACE

one [pot, may not wholly prevent the more ge-
neval expanfion of their excellencey but, among
authors, the reverfe is the cafe, fince the noblef
pioduttions of literature, are almngft equally at-
ragnable with the meaneff.  In books, therefore,
imiitation cannot be [bunied too feduloufly 5 for
the very perfeliion of a model which is frequent-
by feen, [erves but mare forcibly to mark ine ih-
ferierity of a capy.

To avoid what is common, without adepting
what is unnetyral, muf} limit the ambition of
the wuleair Ferd of authors : hov ever zealous,
therefore, 1y veneration of the great writers [
baove mentioned, kowever I may feel myfelf cit-
lightened by the kiowledge of Jobufon, charmed
with the eloquence of Rouffeau, [ofiened by the
pathetic powers of Richardfon, aid exbilarated
by the wit of Fielding, and bumour of Smollet 5
I yet prefume wot to attempt purfuing ithe
Jame ground which they bave tracked jjswwience,
shough they may bave cleared the weeds, 1hbey
Lewe aljo culled the flowers, and though they
bazve rendered the path plain, they bave left it
barie:.

The candonr of wiy readers, I have not the
gipertinence to doubt, and to their inculzence,
I cin fenfisie T bave wo claim @ T bave, tere-
feiey 3y to enivect, iiab my own words miay
nel prinsutice miy condemnatisiy, and that wket
I Loge ove ventured 1o fay in iigard to tiila-
FIOH w3 pe HAATfEeedy a5 15 18 mieaiily 1i a ge-

- * o °
1 J_'.fz[
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neral [enfe, and not be imputed to an opinitn of
ny own originality, which I have not thevanity,
the folly, or the blindnefs, to entertain.
Whatever may be the fate of thefe letters,
the editor is [atisfied they will meet with juf~
tice s and commits them to the prefs, though
hapelefs cf fame, yet not regardlefs of cen-

[fure.

LYELIN A,
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IN A SERIES OF LETTERS,

LETTER 1.
Lady [loward to the Rev. M. Villays.

Howard Grove, Kent, -

C A N any thing, my good Sir, be

more painful to a friendly mind, than

a neceflity of communicating difa-

greeable intelligence ? Indeed, it is fome-

times difficult to determine, whether the

relator or the receiver of evil tidings is moft
to be pitied,

1 have jult had a letrer from Madame
Duval; fhe is totally at a lofs in what
manner to behave; fhe feems defirous to
repair the wrongs the has done, yet withes
the world to believe her blamelefs. She

Vor. I. B would



2 EVELTIN A

would fain caft upon another the odium of
thofe misfortunes for which fhe alone is
an{werable. Her letter 1s violent, {ome-
times abufive, and that of you !~—=yox, to
whom fhe 1s under obligations which are
greater even than her faults, but to whofe
advice fhe wickedly imputes all the fuffer-
ings of her much-injured daughter, the
late Lady Belmont, The chief | purport of
her writing I will acquaint you with; the
letter 1tfelt 1s not worthy your notice.

She tells me that the has, for many years
pait, been in continual expectation of mak-
ing a journey to Iingland, which prevented
her writing for information concerning this
mclancholy fubject, by giving her ho es of
making perfonal enquiries ; but famlly oC-
currences have ftill detained her in F rance,
which country fhe now {ees no profpe& of
quitting. She has, therefore, lately ufed
her utmoit endeavours to obtain a faithful
account of whatever related to her :/-ad-
vifed daughter; the refult of which giv-
ing her [fome reafon to apprehend lhnt
upon her death-bed, fhe bequeathed an
mtant orphan to the world, fhe moft gra-
cioufly fays that if you, with whom Jhe un-
derflands the child 1s placed, will procure
authentic proofs of its relationfhip to her,
you may fend it to Paris, where fhe WIll

properly provide for it.

This
.
. F _:-"l.r‘:"'il
N
PR ol et A
) {55
SEERY;
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T'his woman 1s, undoubtedly, at length,
{elf-conviéted of her moft unnatural beha-
viour: it is evident, from her writing, that
fhe is ftill as vulgar and illiterate as when
her firft hufband, Mr. Evelyn, had the
weaknefs to marry her ; nor does fhe at all
apologife for addrefling herfelf to me, though
I was cnly once 1n her company.

Her letter has excited in my daughter
Mirvan, a ftrong defire to be informed of
the motives which induced Madame Du-
val to abandon the unfortunate Lady Bel-
mont, at a time when a mother’s protetion
was peculiarly neceffary for her peace and
her reputation, Notwithftanding I was
perfonally acquainted with all the par-
ties concerned in that affair, the fubjeét ala
ways appeared of too delicate a nature to
be {poken of with the principals 3 I cannot,
therefore, f{atisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwife
than by applying to you.

By faying that you may fend the child,
Madame Duval aims at conferring, where
the moft szwes obligation. I pretend not to
give you advice ; you, to whofe generous
protection this helplefs orphan is indebted
for every thing, are the beft and only judee
of what fhe ought to do; but I am much
concerned at the trouble and uneafinefs

which this unworthy woman may occafion

YOu,
B 2 My
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My daughter and my grandchild join

svith me in defiring to be moft kindly re-
membered to the amiable girl; and they bid
me remiad you, that the annual vifit to
Howard Grove, which we were formerly
promifed, has been difcontinued for more
than four years. I am, dear Sir,
with great regard,
- Your moft obedient-triend and fervant,

M. | HowaARbp.

4

LETTER IL°
My, Villars to Lady Howard.

Berry Hill, Dorfetthire.

OUR Ladyfhip did but too well fore-

{ee the perplexity and uneafinefs of
which Madame Duval’s letter has been

productive. However, I ought rather to
be thankful thar I have {o many years 1e-
mained unmolefted, than repine at my
prefent embarrafiment ; {ince 1t proves, at
leaft, that this wretched woman 1s at length
awakened to remorle, .

In regard to my an{wer, I muft humbly
requelt your Ladyfhip to write to this ei-
fect:  That I would not, upon any ac-
count, intentionally offend Madame Duval,

but
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but that I have weighty, nay unanfwerable
reafons for detaining her grand-daughter at
prefent in England ; the principal of which
15, that it was the earnelt defire of one to
whole Will fhe owes 1mplicit duty, Ma-
dame Duval may be affured that fhe meets
with the utmoft attention and tendernefs ;
that her education, however fhort of my
wifhes, almoft exceeds my abilities ; and
I flatter myfelf, when the time arrives
that fhe fhall pay her duty to her grand-
mother, Madame Duval will find no reafon
to be diffausfied with what has been done
for her.”

Your Ladythip will not, I am fure, be
{furpriled at this anfwer. Madame Duval
is by no means a proper eompanion or
guardian for a young woman: fhe is at
once uneducated and unprincipled ; ungen-
tle in her temper, and unamiable in her
manners. I have long known that fhe has
perfuaded herfelf to harbour an averfion for
me=~=Unhappy woman! I can enly regard
her as an object of pity |

[ dare not hefitate at a requeft from
Mrs. Mirvan, yet, in complying with it,
I fhall, for her own {ike, be as concife
as I poffibly can; fince the cruel tranfag-
tions which preceded the birth of my ward,

can afford no entertainment to a mind {0
humane as het’s.

B3 Your
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Your Ladyfhip may probably have
heard, that I had the honour to accompa-
ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of my
young charge, when upon his travels, in
the capacity of a tutor. His unhappy
marriage, immediately upon his return to
England, with Madame Duval, then a
waiting-girl at a tavern, contrary to the
advice and entreaties of all his friends,
among whom 1 was myfelf the moft ur-
gent, induced him to abandon his native
land, and fix his abode in France. Thi-
ther he was followed by thame and repent-
ance; feelings which his heart was not
tramed to fupport: for, notwithitanding
he had been too weak to refift the allure-
ments of beauty, which nature, though a
niggard to her of every other boon, had
with a lavith hand beftowed on his wife;
yet ‘he was a young man of excellent cha-
racter, and, till thus unaccountably infa-
tuated, of unblemifhed conduét. He {fur-
vived this ill-judged marriage but two
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un-
fteady hand, he wrote me the following
note :

“ My friend ! forget your refentment,
in favour of your humanity;=a father,
trembling for the welfare of his child,
bequeaths her to your care~—~0 Villars!
hear ! pity ! and relieve me ! |

Had
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Had my circumftances permitted me, I
fhould have anfwered thefe words by an
immediate journey to Paris; but I was
obliged to a& by the agency of a friend,
who was upon the fpot, and prefent at the
opening of the will 1

Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a
thoufand pounds, and the fole guardianthip
of his daughter’s perfon till her eighteenth
year, conjuring me, in the moft affecting
terms, to take the charge of her education
till fhe was able to at with propriety for
herfelf ; but in regard to fortune, he left
her wholly “dependent on her mother, to
;;zhofe tendernefs he'eagpeftly recommended

el.. T " ,F:-

Thus, though he would not, to a woman
low-bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truft
the conduét and morals of his daughter, he
neverthelefs thought proper to fecure to
her the refpe¢t and duty which, from her
own child, were certainly her due; but,
unhappily, -it never occurred to him that
the mother, on her part, could fail in af-
fection or juftice. -

Mifs Evelyn, Madam, from the fecond
to the eighteenth year of her life, was
brought up under my care, and, except
when at fchool, under my roof. I need
not {peak to your Ladyfhip of the virtues
of that excellent young creature. She

B 4 Joved
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loved me as her father; nor was Mrs, Vil-
lars lefs valued by her; while to me fhe
became fo dear, that her lofs was little lefs
affli¢ting than that which I have fince {uf-
tained of Mrs. Villars herfelf. |

At that period of her life we parted; her
mother, then married to Monfieur Duval,
fent for her to Paris. How often have I
fince regretted that 1 did not accompany
her thither! prote¢ted and {upported by
me, the mifery and difgrace which awaited
her, might, perhaps, have been avoided.
But—=to be brief, Madame Duval, at the
inftigation of her hufband, earneftly,. or
rather tyrannically, endeavoured to effet a
union between Mifs Evelyn and one of his
-pephews. And, when {he found her power
inadequate to her attempt, enraged at -her
non-compliance, fhe treated her with the
groffeft unkindnefs, and threatened her with
poverty and ruin. -
. Mifs Evelyn, to whom wrath and vio-
Jence had hitherto been ftrangers, {foon grew
weary. of fuch ufage; and rafhly, and with-
out a witnefs, confentéd to a private mar-
riage with Sir John Belmont, a very pro-
fligate young man, who had but too fuc-
eefsfully found means to infinuate himfelf
into her favour. He promifed to conduét
her to England=he did.~—0, Madam,
you know the reft !—Difappointed of the
| fortune
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fortune he expected; by the inexorable-rans.
cour of the Duvals, he. infamoully burnt,
the certificate of their marriage, and denied
that they had ever been united ! |

She flew to, me for proteCtion. With.
what mixed tranfports of joy and anguith
did I again fee her ! By ‘my advice the:
endeavoyred to, procure proafs_ of her mar-.
riage ;—but.in vain: her credulity had
been no match for. his art. |

- Every body believed her. innocent,. from:
the guiltlefs tenor of her unfpotted youth,
and from the known libertinim of -her bar-
barous. betrayer.. Yet her {ufferings were.
tbo acute for her tender frame, and the-
{fame moment that gave birth to her infant,
put an end.at once to the forrows and the.
life of its mother.

The rage of Madame Duval at her
clopement, abated not while this injured
victim of cruelty yet drew breath, = She.
probably intended,. in time, to have par-
doned her, but time was not allowed.
When fhe was. informed of her death, I
have been . told,, that the agonies of grief
and remorfe, with which fhe was feized,
occafioned her a {evere fit of illnefs. . But,
from the time of her recovery to.the date.
of her lettér to your Ladythip, I had ne-
ver heard that the manifefted any.defire to.
be made acquainted with the circumftances.

B ; - which.
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which attended the death of Lady Belmont,
and the birth of her helplefs child.

That child, Madam, fhall never, while
Iife is lent me, know the lofs fhe has fuf-
tained, I have cherithed, fuccoured, and
* fupported her, from her earlielt infancy to
her fixteenth year; and fo amply has fhe
repaid my care and affection, that my fondeft
with is now circumf{cribed by the defire of be-
ftowing her on one who may be fenfible of
her worth, and then finking to eternal reft
in her arms, | ,

~ Thus it has happened that the education
of the father, daughter, and grand-daughter,
has devolved on me. 'What infinite mifery
have the two firft caufed me! Should the
fate of the dear furvivor be equally ad-
verfe, how wretched will be the end of my
cares~the end of my days!

Even had Madame Duval merited the
charge fhe claims, I fear my fortitude would
have been unequal to fuch a parting ; but,
being fuch as fhe is, not only my affeCtion,
but my humanity recoils, at the barbarous
idea of deferting the facred truft repofed in
me, Indeed, I could but ill fupport her
tormer yearly vifits to the refpettable man-
fion at Howard Grove; pardon.me, dear
Madam, wnd do not think me infenfible of
the honour which your Ladythip’s conde-

icenfign confers upon us both ; but fo deep
1S



" .

EVELIN A, y

is the impreflion which the misfortunes of
her mother have made on my heart, that fhe
does not, even for a moment, quit my ficht,
without exciting apprehenfions and terrors
which almoft overpower me. Such, Ma.
dam, is my tendernefs, and fuch my weak-
nefs (~But fhe is the only tie I have upon
earth, and I truft to your Ladythip’s good-
nefs not to judge of my feelings with fe-
verity. " |

I beg leave to prefent my humble refpe@s
to Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan ; and have the
honour to be,

Madam,
Your Ladyfhip’s moft obedient
and moft humble fervant,
ARTHUR VILLARS,

LETTER Il

[ Written fome months after the laft. ]

Lady Howard to the Rev, Mr. Villars,

Howard Grove, March 8,

Dear and Rev. Sir, -
Y OUR laft letter gave me infinite plea-
{fure : after fo long and tedious an ill-
~ Bé nefs,
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-nefs, how grateful to yourfelf and to yous
friends. muﬁ be your returning health ! You
have the hearty wifhes of every individual
of this place for its continuwance and in-
creafe. . .
Will you not think I take advantage of
your acknowledged recovery, if I once more
venture to mention your pupil and Howard
Grove together ? Yet you muit remember
the patience with  which we fubmitted to
your defire of not parting with her during
the bad ftate of your health, though it was
with much relu&ance we forbore to folicit
her company. My grand-daughter, in par-
ticular,. has {carce been able to reprefs her
eagernefs to again meet the friend of her
infancy; and for my own part, it is very
ftrongly my with to manifeit the regard
I bad for the unfortunate Lady Bel-
mont, by proving ferviceable to her child;
which feems to me the beft refpeét that can
be paid to ker memory.. Permit me, there-
fore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs.
Mirvan and I have formed, in confequence
of your reftoration to health. |
I would net frighten you ;=but do. you
think you could bear to part with your
young companion -for two or thrae menths ?
Mrs. Mirvan propofes to {pend the enfuing
{fprmg .in London, whither, for the firfk
time,  my. grandchild will accompanyNher: |
- - oW,
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Now, my good friend, it is very earneftly
their wifh to enlarge and enliven their party
by the addition of your amiable ward, who:
would fhare, equally with her own daughter,,
the care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do
not {tart at this propofal ; 1t 1s time that fhe
fhould fee fomething of the world, . When
young peopleare too rigidly fequeftered from
~1t, their lively and romantic imaginations

paint it to them as a paradife of which they’
have been beguiled; but when they are
fhown it properly, and in due time, they fée
it fuch as it really=is, equally fhared by pain
and pleafure, hope and difappointment,

You have nothing to appreliend from her
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that
abandoned man is now abroad, and not ex-
peted home this year, |

Well, my good Sir, what fay you to our
{cheme ? I hope 1twill meet with your ap-
probation ; but if it thould not, be affured
1 can never object to any decifion of one
who 1s fo much refpeted and. efteemed
as Mr. Villars, by

His moft faithful humble fervant,
M. Howarp,,

L  LETTER
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LETTER IV,

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard.

Berry Hill, March ; 2,

I AM grieved, Madam, to appear obfti-
nate, and I blufh to incur the imputation
of {elfithnefs. In detaining my young charge
thus long with myfelf in the country, I con-
fulted not folely my own inclination, Def~
tined, in all probability, to poflfefs a very
moderate fortune, I wifhed to contract her
views to fomething within it. 'The mind is
but too naturally prone to pleafure, but too
eafily yielded to diffipation : 1t has been my
ftudy to guard her againft their delufions,
by preparing her to expect,~and to defpife
them. But the time draws on for experience
and obfervation to take place of inftruction :
if I have, in fome meafure, rendered her
capable of ufing one with difcretion, and
making the other with improvement, I
fhall rejoice myfelf with the affurance of
having largely contributed to her welfare.
She is now of an age that happinefs is eager
to attend,—let her then enjoy it ! I commit
her to the proteétion of your Ladyfhip, and
only hope the may be found worthy half
the goodnefs 1 am fatisfied the will meet

with at your hofpitable manfion.
Thus



EVE LINA. 15

- Thus far, Madam, I chearfully fubmit
to your defire. In confiding my ward to
the care of Lady Howard, I can feel no un-
eafinefs from her abfence, but what will
arife from the lofs of her company, fince I
fhall ‘be as well convinced of her fafety, as
if the were under my own roof ;=~but, can
your Ladyfhip be ferious in propofing to
introduce her to the gaieties of a Loondon
life ? Permit me to afk, for what end, or
what purpofe? A youthful mind is feldom
totally free from ambition ; to curb that, is
the firft ftep to contentment, fince to dimi-
nith expeltation, is to increafe enjoyment,
[ apprehend nothing more than too much
raifing her hopes and her views, which the
natural vivacity of her difpofition would
render but too eafy to effe¢t, The towh-ac-.
quaintance of Mrs, Mirvan are all in the
circle of high life ; this artlefs young crea-
ture, with too much beauty to efcape no-
tice, has too much fenfibility to be indif-
ferent to it 3 but fhe has too httle wealth to
be fought with propriety by men of the
fathionable world,

Confider, Madam, the peculiar crueley
of her fituation; only child of a wealthy
Baronet, whofe perfon fhe has never feen,
whofe character fhe has reafon to abhor, and
whofe name fheis forbidden toclaim entitled
as fhe is to lawfully inhérit his fm'tumﬂi-,c and

| €1Late,
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eftate, -1s there any probability that he -will
properly own her? And while he continues.
to perfevere in difavowing his marriage with
Mifs Evelyn, the fhall never, at the expence
of her mother’s honour, receive a part of
her right, as the donation of his bounty.

And as to Mr. Evelyn’s eftate, I have no:
doubt but that Madame Dyval apd her: rela-
tions will difpofe of it among themfelves.. " -

It feems, therefore, as 1f this deferted.
child; though legally heirefs .of two large’
fortunes, muit owe all her rational expeéta~
tions to adoption‘and friendfhip, Yet hes
income will be fuch as’'may make het hap-
py, if fheis difpofed to be fo in private life’;
though it will by no means allow her to'en-
joy the luxury of a London fine lady.

Let Mifs. Mirvan, then, Madam, fhine
in all the fplendor of high life; but fuffer
my child {till to enjoy the pleafures of hum--
ble retirement, with a mind to which greater
views are unknown. ‘ |

I hope this reafoning will be honoured.
with your approbation ; and I have yet an-
other motive which has fome weight with.
me ; I would not willingly give offence to
any human being, and {urely Madame Du-
val might accufe me of injuftice, if, while I
refufe to let her grand-daughter wait upon |
her, I confent that the fhould join a party of -
pleafure to London,

In:
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In fending her to Howard Grove, not one
of thefe fcruples arife ; and therefore Mrs.
Clinton, a moft worthy woman, formerly
her nurfe, and now my houfekeeper, fhall
attend her thither next week.,

Though I have always called her by the
name of Anville, and reported in this neigh-
bourhood that her father, my intimate friend,
left her to my guardianthip, yet I have
thought it neceflary the thould herfelf be ac-
quainted with the melancholy circumftances
attending her birth 5 for, though I am very
defirous of guarding her from curiofity and
impertinence, by concealing her- name, fa-
mily, and ftory, yet I-would not leave it
in the power of chance, to fhock her
gentle nature with a tale of fo much for-
oW,

You muft not, Madam, expect tao much
from my pupil. Sheis quite a little ruftic,
and knows nothingof the world ; and though
her education has been the beft T could be-
ftow in this retired place, ta which Dor-
chefter, the neareft town, is feven miles dif-
tant, yet I fhall not be furprifed if you
fhould difcover in her a thouland deficien-
cies of which I have never dreamt.. She
muft be very much altered fince the was
laft at Howard Grove,~but I will fay no-
thing of her; I leave her to your Lady-

" {hip’s
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fhip’s own obfervations, of which I beg a
faithful relation ; and am,
Dear Madam, with great refpeét,
Your obedient and moft humble fervant,
ARTHUR VIiLLARS.

LETTER V.
Mr. Villars to Lady Howard.

March 18,
Dear Madam,

HIS letter will be delivered to you by

- my child,—the child of my adop-
tion,—my affeCtion! Unbleft with one na-
tural friend, the merits.a thoufand. I fend
her to you, innocent as an angel, and art-
fefs as purity itfelf: and I fend you with
her the heart of your friend, the only hope
he has on earth, the fubjeét of his tendereft
thoughts, and the objelt of his lateft cares.
She i1s one, Madam, for whom alone I have
lately withed to live ; and fhe is one whom
to ferve I would with tranfportdie! Reftore
her but to me all innocence as you receive
her, and the fondeft hope of my heart will
be amply gratified ! |
A. ViLLars.

LETTER
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LETTER VL
Lady Howard to the Rev. M. Villars.

Howard Grove,

Dear and Rev. Sir,
HE {olemn manner in which you have
committed your child to my care, has
in fome meafure dampt the pleafure which I
receive from the truft, as it makes me fear
that you fuffer from your compliance, in

which cafe 1 thall very fincerely blame my-
{felf for the earneftnefs with which I have
requefted this favour ; but remember, my
eood Sir, the is within a few days fummonis,
and be affured I will not detain her a mo-
ment longer than you with,

You defire my opinion of her,

She1s alittle angel ! I cannot wonder that
you fought to monopolize her. Neither
‘ought you, at finding 1t impofiible.

Her face and perfon anfwer my moft re-
fined 1deas of complete beauty: and this,
though a fubjeét otP praife lefs important to
you, or to me, than any other, is yet fo
ftriking, 1t is not poffible to pafs it unno--
ticed. Had I not known from whom fhe
recetved her education, I fhould, at firft
(ight of fo perfeét a face, have been in pain

for
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for her underftanding; fince it has been long
and jultly remarked, that folly has ever
fought alliance with beauty.

She has the {fame gentlenefs in her man-
ners, the fame natural grace in her motions,
that I formerly fo much admired in her mo-
ther. Her charaCer feems truly ingenuous
and fimple ; and, at the fame time that na-
ture has blefled her with an excellent under-
ftanding, and great quicknefs of parts, fhe
has a certain air of inexperience and inno-
cency that is extremely interefting.

You have no reafon to regret the retire-
ment in which fhe has lived ; fince that po-
Itenefs which 1s acquired by an acquaint-
ance with high life, 1s in her fo well fupplied
by a natural defire of obliging, joined to a
deportment 1nfinitely engaging.

I obferve with great fatisfaétion a grow-
_ing affeCtion between this amiable girl and
‘my grand-daughter, whofe heart is as free
from' felfithnefs or conceit, as that of her
young friend is from all guile.. Their
recard may be mutually ufeful, fince
much is to be expected from emulation,
where nothing 1s to be feared from envy. I
would have them love each other as fifters,
and reciprocally fupply the place of thar
tender and happy relationfhip, to which nei-
ther of them have a natural claim. .

- Je
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Be fatisfied, my good Sir, that your child-
fhall meet with the fame attention as our
own. We all join in moft hearty wifhes
for your health and happinefs, and in re-
turning our fincere thanks for the favour
you have conferred on us.

| I am, Dear Sir,
Your moft faithful fervant, -
M. Howarbp,

LETTER VIL
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars.

Howard Grove, March zb.

E not alarmed, my worthy friend, at
my fo {peedily troubling you again; I
feldom ufe the ceremony of waiting for an-
{wers, or writing with any regularity, and
I have at prefent immediate occafion for
begeing your patience. -
Mrs. Mirvan has juft received a letter
from her long-abfent hufband; containing
the. welcome news of his hoping to reach
London by the beginning' of next week.
My daughter and the Captain have been fe-
parated ‘almoft feven years, and it would
therefore be needlefs to fay what joy, fur-

prife,
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prife, and confequently confufion, his, at
prefent, unexpected return has caufed at
Howard Grove., Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot
doubt, will go inftantly to town to meet
him ; her daughter is under a thoufand ob-
ligations to attend her; I grieve that her
mother cannot.

And now, my good Sir, I almoft blufh
to proceed ;—but, tell me, may I afk—
will you permit—that your child may ac-
company them ¢ Do not think us unreafon-
able, but confider the many inducements
which confpire to make London the hap-
pieft place at prefent fhe can be in. The
joyful cccafion of the journey; the gaiety
of the whole party ;-oppofed to the dull life
the muft lead if lett here, with a folitary old
woman for her fole companion, while fhe fo
well knows the chearfulnefs and felicity en-
joyed by the reft of the family,==are circum-
{tances that feem to merit your confidera-
tion. Mrs. Mirvan defires me to affure you,
that one week 1s all fhe afks, as fhe is certain
that the Captain, who hates London, will
be eager to revifit Howard Grove: and
- Maria is fo very earneft in wifhing to have
the company of her friend, that, if you are
inexorable, the will be deprived of half the
pleafure the otherwife hopes to receive,

However, I will not, my good Sir, de-
ceive you into an opinion that they intend

9 {0



